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Judicial Independence 



2 . (C) Human Rights Watch released a report in June calling 
Venezuela's Supreme Court Law a danger to judicial 
independence. The law expanded the number of justices from 20 
to 32 and made it easier for sitting judges to be removed or 
suspended by other branches of government. Given the 
structure of the Venezuelan judiciary, the law is widely seen 
as an attempt to ensure the political reliability of the 
judiciary. The report also focused on the Supreme Court 
Judicial Committee's firing of temporary and provisional 
judges without due process. The report cited the fact that 
over 80% of judges in Venezuela are provisional or temporary, 
and alleged that the Judicial Committee has removed many of 
them for apparently political reasons . 
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7. (C) The role of judges in political cases is most 
important in terms of their willingness to confront 
prosecutors who are pursuing weak cases, and their 
willingness to order suspects be detained. Under Venezuelan 
judicial procedures , prosecutors initiate investigations and 
accuses suspects. There are persistent claims of political 
prosecutions in Venezuela, largely associated with a small 
group of prosecutors who are assigned all controversial 
cases. Speaking to PolOff November 10, Danilo Anderson, one 
of the most active of the political prosecutors, rejected the 
notion that there is a political directorate in the Attorney 
General ' s office (Note : Anderson was killed November 18 - 
Caracas 03577) . Prosecutors simply follow the orders of 
Attorney General Isaias Rodriguez, Anderson said. Anderson 
maintained that the prosecutions are simply based on the 
evidence , a nd that it was up to t he iudqes to decide if cases 
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Prisons 



10 



j noted that one of the principal 
causes o ^delayed justice in Venezuela is the corruption in 
the prisons , where prisoners are forced to pay guards to take 

Ho their hearings. If they cannot pay, according to 
and others who have voiced these concerns , the suspects 
heir hearings , which can extend cases by months . 
Interior Minister Jesse Chacon has acknowledged this problem 
in the press , and promised to solve it . 



What Can Be Done? 



1 1 - < C > 

"Ithat any money 

invested in the judicial sys t em ijrouMbejras led in the 
present political situation. yfl| I studied the first 

Judicial Modernization Project the World Bank financed 
(septel) , and found that it did impro ve t he efficiency of the 
courts, and improved public service, said, however, that 

it did nothing to speed justice or improve its transparency, 
allegin g that real problems are in the Attorney General's 

Office . .,,^,^3^^^ 

also called on the World 
Bank to demand serious reforms before agreeing to finance any 
project. 



12. (C) The Ambassador, meeting with Attorney General 
Isaias Rodriguez, suggested continued collaboration between 
the Embassy and the Attorney General's Office to mprove 
training and organization. The Ambassado also suggested 
that the Embassy would like to etablish ties with Venezuelan 
law schools to help increase understanding f the adversarial 
system. Rodriguez strongly endorsed both ideas. Rodriguez 
also suggested that the Embassy talk to Interior and Justice 
Minister Jesse Chacon about collaborating on projects to 
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improve the prison system. 
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